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I . DESCRIPTION OF THS PROPOSAL 

The site of the proposed underground mining activity is located within the 
boundaries of the Anaconda Company's present lease and constitutes a change of 
qperatioa for this small section of the lease from open pit to a small under
ground mining project. 

The operation has an expected life of 5-1/2 years idth seme il64,500 tons of ore 
expected to be extracted. Activity is scdieduled to commence on July 1, 1973, 
with plans calling for shaft sinking, station cutting and developnsnt work to 
be accosiplished during the balance of the year and the first part of 197A. 
Anaconda expects to start mining ore by July.l, 197^, and will maintain pro
duction thereafter at a rate of 500^.750 tons per day until exhaustion of the 
ore body during 1977. '_ 

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE BIVIROMMEMT 

The immediate area is classified as "rou^ brolcen" or "stony land" range site. 
This type of land has useable vegetation for grazing but due to steep terrain, 
rock escarpssnts and rock foinatians forming natural barriers the area is not 
used for grazing. 

Blue grama. Sand dropseed, Sixweeks grama, Fourwing saltbush, Rabbitbrush and 
loco weed are the main vegetative species groning throughout the rocky escarp
ments. 

Wildlife species visiting this vicinity are Jackrabbits, rattlesnakes, quail and 
occasionally a coyote passing through the area. 

III. ENVIRONMEMTAL IMPACI OF PROPOSAL 

1. General 

-^e-^reposed-"undergrouBd operation 1^ withitt-^fee-area that was leased to t h e — 
Anaconda (kmpany in March of 1^2. The entire leased area is posted and not 
open to public inspection or use owing to the hazards created by the mining 
operations. The uziderground operation will have very little impact on the im
mediate area idiich has been subject to open pit mining. 

2. Water Discharge 

The ore bodies are located in strata which is naturally drained by surrounding 
ravines and arrc^os. Sealed earthfill settling ponds will be established in 
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